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Chicago Terminal Planning Study

Purpose
• Identify preferred 

passenger rail 
alignments to 
CUS from all 
directions

• Integrate findings 
of previous 
corridor-level 
studies
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Approach
• Compare performance, impacts, 

and costs of at least 8 potential 
alternatives

Product
• FRA Service Development Plan
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Alternative NS1
• Combines CHI-DET Route 2/4/5 and 

CHI-STL 16th Street alternatives
• Requires new river crossing near 

downtown 
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Alternative NS2
• Combines CHI-DET Route 2/4/5 and 

CHI-STL 40th Street alternatives
• Requires upgraded 40th Street 

connection
• All south lines use 21st Street bridge
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Alternative NS3
• Minimal new infrastructure
• Design and operational challenges 

near 75th Street freight corridor
• All south lines use 21st Street bridge
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Alternative RI1
• Creates publicly-owned passenger 

corridor on Metra Rock Island District
• New bypass required at 

NS Park Manor yard
• New river crossing required near 

downtown
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Alternative RI2
• Creates publicly-owned passenger 

corridor on Metra Rock Island District
• Requires new bypass at 

NS Park Manor yard
• Requires upgraded 40th Street 

connection
• All south lines use 21st Street bridge
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Alternative ME1
• Combines CHI-DET Route 1/9 and 

CHI-STL 16th Street alternatives
• New river crossing required near 

downtown
• Supports St Charles Air Line 

commuter options
• Potential lakefront stations
• Excludes 

CREATE 
Project P4
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Alternative ME2
• Spreads traffic, greatest track-miles
• New river crossing required near 

downtown
• Supports St Charles Air Line 

commuter options
• Fewer trains at lakefront stations
• East lines use 21st Street bridge
• Excludes 

CREATE 
Project P4
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Alternative ME3
• New river crossing required near 

downtown
• Supports St Charles Air Line 

commuter options
• Design and operational challenges 

near 75th Street freight corridor
• Excludes 

CREATE 
Project P4
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